Things to Avoid When Writing a Research Paper 
                              (or any academic paper)

1. Avoid personal pronouns ( I, we, you, our , us, etc.)
Examples:  a.  In my opinion, human trafficking is one of our most serious problems today.
                    b.  Music therapy could be crucial to your well being, especially if you are suffering
                         from a mental disorder.

2. Use formal language; avoid everyday phrasing.
Examples:  a.  If parents find out that their child is gay, they shouldn’t freak out.
           	      b.  There are growing numbers of smokers under the age of eighteen in the U.S. 
                          despite evidence that smoking causes cancer.  What’s up with that?

3. After stating facts, follow through with analysis.  Don’t just state facts and move on. 
 
4. Avoid addressing the reader directly:
Example:  How would you feel if your daughter was killed by a drunk driver?

5. Be firm/assertive – no one likes a handshake that feels like a dead fish.  It’s the same with your writing.  
Avoid words like:   somewhat    
                                                   almost
                                                   it seems like
                                                   it might be

Replace with words like:       it is
                                                   this is proof that. . . 
                                                   logic dictates . . . 
6. Learn how to spell.  Check every word you’re unsure of.  I was (and am) a terrible speller – I still look up simple words.  Do you know why?  To avoid embarrassing myself.  Misspelled words are the mark of an uneducated person – as is bad grammar.  
Common misspellings:	       to,  too,   two
                                                  women, woman
                                                   their, there, they’re
                                                   then, than
7. Introduce your quotes.  

8. Avoid generalizations:           Everyone thinks that
                                                   Everyone would like to own a Porsche
                                                    People say

9. Avoid the passive voice:
                                                 a)  It has been said that parenting is the most important job in the 
                                                       world, because children are our future.
                                                                                         vs.
                                                      Responsible parenting is critical to the future of the nation.

                                                 b)  There are thoughts of manufacturing a new atom bomb.
                                                                                        vs.
                                                       Currently several rogue nations are working on manufacturing
                                                        an atom bomb.  These nations are . . . 

10. Pronoun agreement:            a)  If a child behaves well all day, then they act up at dinner time . . .
                                                                                        vs.
(and be specific)                          If a child behaves well all day, then he or she . . .
                                                      
                                                  b)  If things don’t change, it could affect millions of Americans.
                                                                                         vs.
                                                       If gun laws aren’t enforced, millions of Americans may suffer 
                                                       violent consequences.

11. Works cited page must follow MLA standards – starting with no numbers and alphabetizing all entries.

12. When citing works in body paragraphs, use the name of the author (or the website if no name is available), not the title of the article.

13. Do not begin or end paragraphs with quotes.  The only exception would be if you are using a quote by way of introduction to your topic in your first paragraph.

14. Use a variety of sources (not just electronic).  Use at least one book – and no, an encyclopedia does not count as a book. Scholarly journals, magazines, pamphlets, audio recordings, interviews, etc. may all be critical resources that help make your case.

15. Do not turn your paper into a sales job: “You should act now and save the world!” 
or a how to manual: “If parents want to know if their teens are abusing drugs, they should
do a, b, c, and d.”
16. Make sure your body paragraph citations match your works cited.
                                               
                                                   


