The Crucible Essay Assignment
The Questions
Many of Arthur Miller’s plays, including The Crucible, are social in nature. They frequently provide valuable insights into society, individuals, and the human condition. For this assignment, you are to select one of the essay questions below concerning Miller’s social commentary:
· What dangers does The Crucible warn its readers about and how are these warnings presented in the play?
· Despite all of the negativity in the play, how does The Crucible still present an optimistic vision of humanity?

· While The Crucible is frequently viewed as a criticism of McCarthyism, the play is actually more universally applicable than that. How does The Crucible critique society, aside from the McCarthyism of the 1950s?

Once you have selected your essay topic, you are to write a 2/4 essay that directly answers your chosen question. Reminder: Your thesis statement must be your answer to one of these questions.
General Requirements
· Your assignment, as always, should utilize strict MLA format.

· Your essay should be a 2/4, unless you feel you need a 3/5 to answer your question (you may check this with Mr. Mathews). 

· Your essay must take a clear position on the question assigned. 

· The essay is due Thursday, June 2nd. Late essays will NOT be accepted without a doctor’s note.

· The essay will be graded via the rubric on the reverse side of this page.

Name(s): __________________________________________________ Date: ______________

Mr. Mathews

English III

Analytical Essay Grading Rubric

	Argument (50%)
	Score:

	1. Included an identifiable thesis statement with a well defined position.

2. The argument presented is valid.

3. Selected effective proofs with which to support the thesis and utilized them accordingly.

4. Used effective quotations and other support in each body paragraph.

5. The logic connecting quotations and examples, paragraph topics, and the thesis statement is clearly articulated and easy to follow.

6. Irrelevant and/or repetitive information was not included.
	Other Comments:


	Organization (30%)
	Score:

	1. Introduction flowed logically, from the overview the thesis statement, progressing from general to specific.

2. Body paragraphs possessed internal unity and coherence.

3. Each body paragraph was well defined and does not exhibit overlap with other body paragraphs.

4. Smooth transitions both within and between paragraphs were utilized throughout the essay.

5. Conclusion contained a restatement of thesis, informed synopsis of evidence presented, and a “clincher” ending that provides a sense of closure for the reader, all in an organized manner.
	Other Comments:


	Grammar & Style (20%)
	Score:

	1. Proper MLA format was utilized for both presentation and citations OR an alternative format was given out in class and has been utilized accordingly.

2. Avoided common grammatical errors such as verb tense, agreement, and pronoun usage.

3. Awkward and otherwise non-standard writing and word choice was avoided.

4. Quotations were incorporated effectively into the text of the essay.

5. Formal language was maintained throughout the assignment.
6. Obvious writing clichés were avoided.
	Other Comments:


[image: image1.png]



