Hamlet, Prince of Denmark: Guided Reading Questions
Act 1, Scene 1

1. What is the setting?

2. Why do the guards want Horatio to come on the watch?

3. Who is the Ghost? Are we sure?
4. How does the Ghost appear?

5. How was the last conflict with Norway resolved?

6. What is the name of the former leader of Norway? The current leader of Norway? The former King of Denmark?
Act 1, Scene 2

1. What relationship does the current King (Claudius) have to the former King?

2. What is Fortinbras planning?

3. How is Hamlet the King’s (Claudius’) cousin (in this case, nephew) and son? [line 64]
4. How is Hamlet attired? How do you know?
5. To where is Hamlet supposed to be returning?

6. About how long has the previous King been dead?

7. What is Hamlet’s opinion of his mother’s remarriage?

8. What is Horatio’s relationship to Hamlet?

Act 1, Scene 3

1. What is Polonius doing in this scene?
2. What is the relationship between Ophelia and Hamlet? How do you think it will progress? Why?

Act 1, Scene 4

1. What is the setting of this scene?
2. Why does the trumpet play? Is this usually how things are done?
Act 1, Scene 5

1. Where is the Ghost during the day?

2. What happened to the former King? What does everyone think happened?

3. What does the Ghost instruct Hamlet to do to Claudius? To Gertrude?

4. Will Hamlet obey the Ghost?

5. What does Hamlet get Marcellus and Horatio to do?

6. Does Hamlet trust Horatio and Marcellus?

7. Does Hamlet have some sort of plan by the end of Act I? If so, what is it? If not, is he forming one?
Act 2, Scene 1

1. What is Polonius asking Reynaldo to do? Why?
2. Why did Hamlet do when he visited Ophelia? How does Polonius interpret these events?

Act 2, Scene 2

1. What do Claudius and Gertrude ask of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern? Why are they good choices for this assignment?

2. How does Hamlet treat Polonius in this scene? Compare and contrast this with how he treats Rosencrantz and Guildenstern in this scene.
3. Who is arriving at court?

4. What play does Hamlet request? What special instructions does he provide?

5. What is Hamlet’s plan at the end of this scene?

