Hamlet Guided Reading Questions – Acts 3 and 4
Act 3, Scene 1

1. What have Rosencrantz and Guildenstern learned about Hamlet? What have they failed to learn?

2. What is Claudius’ plan in Act 3, Scene 1?

3. How does Ophelia react to Hamlet in this scene? How does Polonius? How does Claudius?

Act 3, Scene 2

1. What will Hamlet and Horatio be doing during the play?

2. Briefly outline the plot of The Mousetrap.
3. What is Gertrude’s opinion of the play? Why do you think she feels that way?
4. How does Claudius react to the play? Why?

5. By the end of 3.2, how does Hamlet speak with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

6. What will Hamlet be doing the next time he sees his mother?

Act 3, Scene 3
1. What does Claudius ask Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to do now?

2. What is Claudius unable to do?

3. What does Hamlet decide not to do in this scene? What are his reasons?

Act 3, Scene 4

1. What is Polonius doing in this scene? Why do you think he is there?

2. What does Hamlet do to Polonius? Why?
3. What does Hamlet show Gertrude? Why?

4. Why does the Ghost reenter in this scene?

5. Does Hamlet succeed in what he set out to do? How can you tell?
Act 4, Scene 1
1. Describe the kind of threat that Claudius claims Hamlet is. Is he accurate? Why or why not?
2. What does it appear Gertrude has told Claudius? What has Gertrude not told Claudius?
Act 4, Scene 2

1. What does Hamlet believe Rosencrantz’s (and Guildenstern’s) ultimate fate will be?
2. What commentary does Hamlet make about the king and the state?
Act 4, Scene 3

1. Where does Hamlet suggest Claudius is going?
2. What will happen to Hamlet in England?
Act 4, Scene 4

1. Provide a brief synopsis of this scene.

Act 4, Scene 5
1. What has become of Ophelia? Why?

2. What does Laertes want?

Act 4, Scene 6
1. How does Hamlet avoid reaching England?
Act 4, Scene 7
1. What information has Claudius related to Laertes? Is it totally accurate, in part, or not at all?
2. Why does Claudius say that Hamlet has not been given to the courts? Are there any other reasons which are not stated?
3. What is Claudius’ and Laertes’ plan for eliminating Hamlet?
4. What has happened to Ophelia?

5. What is Claudius afraid of at the end of this scene?
