M*A*S*H “Blood and Guts” Background Information
Premise of the Show
	The television show M*A*S*H ran from 1972 until 1983. It is a black comedy (a comedy about a serious topic) that was based on a 1970 movie, which was based on a 1968 book. The series follows the doctors, nurses, and support staff of the “4077th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) unit” during the Korean War (1950 – 1953). The unit is supposedly stationed approximately three miles from the front lines. The particular unit name used in the television show is fake, but MASH units really did see action during the Korean War.
Main Characters
	The episode we will watch is from the tenth season, so the main characters were already firmly established, and viewers would have already known much about them. Below is a list with names, pictures, and information relevant to the episode we will be watching that M*A*S*H viewers would be expected to know.
	Character
	Picture
	Information

	“Hawkeye” Pierce
	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQRsrSmTTOk4sO8ld6gtF6eHXEb9lDhAdbCVXv6f_sqAEiAimuH&t=1]
	· Chief Surgeon of the 4077th
· Drafted into the Army at the start of the Korean War (1950)
· Despises violence and bloodshed

	B.J. Hunnicutt
	[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/c/c6/B._J._Hunnicutt.jpg/220px-B._J._Hunnicutt.jpg]
	· Surgeon from California
· Drafted into the Army in 1952.
· Has a wife and baby daughter back in the states

	Margaret Houlihan
	[image: http://www.gender-focus.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/mash.jpg]
	· Chief nurse of the 4077th
· has bad taste in men, currently divorced
· daughter of an Army colonel
· serious, career officer

	Colonel Sherman Potter
	[image: http://blogs.westword.com/backbeat/COLpotter.jpg]
	· Commanding Officer of the 4077th (He’s in charge!)
· Been in World War I, World War II, and now the Korean War

	Father Francis Mulcahy (Pronounced: Mul-kay-hee)
	[image: http://blogs.pioneerlocal.com/religion/father.jpg]
	· Roman Catholic priest
· Chaplain of the 4077th
· Irish priest who likes to box and helps out at a local orphanage

	Max Klinger
	[image: http://blogue.canoe-inc.com/mediam/340x_01.jpg]
	· Clerk for Col. Potter

	Charles Emerson Winchester III
	[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS--UODjTdRaKF12HbTY_5PtzUmp01HWgsYBKM77m96WUk2TDOufA&t=1]
	· thoracic (chest) surgeon from Boston
· very wealthy
· a bit of a snob



Other Information
· One character is going to reference something called the “press train.” The press train is not a real train. It was a service for war reporters. Before the days of Blackberries, texting, and email, reporters working on the front lines would place a phone call to the press train and dictate their stories to a typist at the other end of the phone (who used a typewriter!). This story could then be telegraphed to the newspaper for whom the reporter worked. 
· 
The episode contains a reference to an old war song called “Over There.” The song was written in 1917 by George M. Cohan just after the U.S. had entered World War I. It celebrates the fact that American soldiers are going “over there” (to Europe) to fight in the war. The song became very popular as a morale-boosting song among soldiers and citizens at home (sort of like “God Bless America” in the months following September 11th, 2001). Click on the icon hear the song in its entirety.
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