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English IV H

College Essay Rubric 2010 – 2011
Below are the criteria on which your college essay will be graded. The points on the right are things you should be trying to achieve. If you fail to meet the standards at the right, the item will be highlighted and five points will be deducted. Should the error be exceptionally serious, more than five points may be lost. Note: Items marked with an asterisk (*) are specific to my class any may or may not be required by your college.

	Category
	Criteria

	Topic
	· The essay prompt and word count restrictions of your essay are clearly indicated above your title but below the header.*

· Your essay responds to the prompt given to you by the college, if there is one.

· The essay is on a topic that is appropriate for the college(s) to which you are applying.

· The topic you choose reveals something about yourself.

· There is some measure of originality in your topic that distinguishes you from other applicants.

	Structure
	· The essay has a clear introduction or beginning in which the point is at least partially suggested.

· The essay has a well defined middle.

· The essay has a clear end or conclusion.

· One paragraph = one point, idea, or event

· The order and manner in which information is presented is logical and easy to understand.

	Content
	· The essay is narrowly focused on only a few related events.

· Specific examples, instances, and details (like dialogue) are used to help you make your point and give the reader the sense that he or she is really there.

· You do not duplicate information that is already present in your college application.

· You do not include irrelevant information.

· You do not use highly technical language without suitable explanation or demonstration.

	Message
	· You do not reveal excessive weaknesses or liabilities in writing your college essay.

· Your essay has one clear and distinct point.

· The message of your essay is easily identifiable.

· The reader is not “beaten over the head” with your message.

· The message or its presentation is not overly cliché.

	Grammar and Style
	· The essay comes in at 2 or less double spaced pages. You also do not deliberately choose an essay that is a single paragraph for submission.*

· The essay adheres to strict MLA format for font choices, headers, and margins.*

· Essay does not utilize text effects or bizarre punctuation for emphasis.

· Sentence structure is not awkward.

· Word confusions, misspellings, and other grammatical mistakes have been avoided.


