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English III

Research Paper Grading Rubric
Below are the four primary categories on which your research paper will be scored with the corresponding point values. Also included are general requirements for each category. Failure to meet these requirements will result in a reduction of points corresponding to the general severity of the error.
FAILURE TO SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH PAPER TO TURNITIN.COM WILL RESULT IN LATENESS PENALTIES BEING ASSESSED FOR EACH DAY IT IS MISSING.

	Argument (40%)
	Score:

	1. Included an identifiable thesis statement with a well defined position.

2. The argument presented is valid.

3. Selected effective proofs with which to support the thesis and utilized them accordingly.

4. Used effective quotations and other support in each body paragraph.

5. The logic connecting quotations and examples, paragraph topics, and the thesis statement is clearly articulated and easy to follow.

6. Irrelevant and/or repetitive information was not included.


	Organization (20%)
	Score:

	1. Introduction flowed logically, from the overview to the thesis statement, progressing from general to specific.

2. Body paragraphs possessed internal unity and coherence.

3. Each body paragraph was well defined and does not exhibit overlap with other body paragraphs.

4. Smooth transitions both within and between paragraphs were utilized throughout the essay.

5. Conclusion contained a restatement of thesis, informed synopsis of evidence presented, and a “clincher” ending that provides a sense of closure for the reader, all in an organized manner.


	Grammar & Style (20%)
	Score:

	1. Proper MLA format was utilized for both presentation and citations.

2. Avoided common grammatical errors such as verb tense, agreement, and pronoun usage.

3. Awkward and otherwise non-standard writing and word choice was avoided.

4. Quotations were incorporated effectively into the text of the essay.

5. Formal language was maintained throughout the assignment.


	Research (20%)
	Score:

	1. At least five good sources were utilized within the text, which included at minimum one book and two other print sources.

2. All information utilized in the essay that was properly documented with a works cited page and internal citations.

3. All of the sources documented in the works cited page were utilized within the text of the essay.

4. Sources utilized are credible, reliable sources. 

5. Research with argumentation fills at least five pages while still adhering to style guidelines.


