Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________
Mr. Mathews

English IV H

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Take Home Essay Test
For your take home test on Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, you are to compose a standard five paragraph essay in response to one of the following prompts:
1) How is the archetypical hero's journey represented in both Sir Gawain and Star Wars? 

2) How does the Gawain poet utilize symbolism to communicate the ongoing conflict between the old pagan religions and Christianity in England?

3) Based on your reading of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, what are the characteristics of a typical medieval hero?
Your essay is due on January 10, 2011. The essay should be submitted both in print to me during class and electronically to turnitin.com before midnight. Any deviation from this may be considered late. 

As usual, the essay must be typed, double spaced, utilize 12 point Times New Roman font and adhere to both MLA guidelines and the rules of standardized English. You will be scored utilizing the attached rubric.

English IV Honors – Analytical Essay #2 Rubric
This is the criteria which I will be using to score your analytical essays. You will lose at least 3 points for each failure to meet the criteria listed below. You may be marked down multiple times for particularly grievous errors. Items that are highlighted indicate you failed to meet the standard set by that item.

Introduction
· Introduction flows logically from one idea to the next.
· Content of the introduction flows from general information to more specific information.

· Introduction is relevant to topic.

· The summary presented in the introduction is pertinent, but not excessive.
· You do not give away points of argumentation and evidence within your introduction.
Thesis and Proofs

· Thesis and proofs are easily identifiable and properly placed within the introduction. 
· Thesis and proofs are neither awkwardly written nor overly vague.

· Thesis is argumentative: it takes a clear position and defends that position.
· Thesis statement is an appropriate response to the essay prompt.
· Proofs selected logically support thesis.

Organization

· There are appropriate and smooth transitions.

· 1 Paragraph = 1 Point

· The body points are well defined and do not exhibit overlap.

· Topic sentences serve as appropriate “umbrellas” for the body paragraphs.

· Organization scheme is sophisticated. For example, information is not simply sorted by work utilized

· Information is sorted in a logical manner.
Quotation Usage

· You use a sufficient number of quotations to prove your points.

· Quotations chosen are effective and relevant support for your own argument.

· Quotations are incorporated into your own sentences.
· Evidence presented is accurate and not taken out of context.
Argument and Content

· Proofs outlined in introduction are those you actually use to prove your argument.

· Unnecessary information and summary is NOT included.

· Clear explanations accompany the evidence presented. 

· Your argument is logical and easy to understand.
Conclusion

· Conclusion summarizes main points of argument.

· The thesis is restated in the conclusion in different words.

· Conclusion does not introduce new arguments or evidence.

· The reader achieves a sense of closure from the conclusion.

· Conclusion avoids clichés like “In summation” or “In conclusion.”

Grammar and Language

· No first or second person pronouns are used.

· No word confusion or spelling errors.
· No contractions are used.
· Awkward sentence structure is avoided.
· Lack of miscellaneous grammatical errors – the essay shows that it has been proofread carefully.
Style

· Essay utilizes proper MLA format, including (but not limited to) font and spacing.

· Essay utilizes proper citations.

· Consistent present verb tense is used.

· Formal language is used.
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