Ten Common Analytical Essay Issues
1. Improper Transitioning
Do you transition to the next paragraph at the end of your body paragraphs? You may be surprised to learn this, but that is not desirable. At the college level and beyond, it is usually considered better to transition at the beginning of the next paragraph. Here is one transition done two different ways:

…Ultimately, Macbeth’s guilt takes its toll on him, and he feels remorse. Lady Macbeth also has a similar experience.


Lady Macbeth comes to regret her decision to kill Duncan….

…Ultimately, Macbeth’s guilt takes its toll on him, and he feels remorse.


Like Macbeth, Lady Macbeth also comes to regret their decision to kill Duncan…

Notice how smoothly the second example flows? Ideally, that is what your transitions should look and feel like (incidentally, this combination of topic sentence and transition is called a boundary statement). Note that this does not apply to the topic sentence of your first paragraph. In many cases, the thesis and organizing statements serve as transition enough.

2. Quotation usage (or lack thereof)
When you are assigned an analytical essay, you must use quotes unless specifically told NOT to do so.  While there is not a minimum or maximum number of quotes per body paragraph that will always work, a good guideline is to have about three quotes per body paragraph.

Also, NEVER just drop quotations into your essays. Consider the following three examples:

Torvald usually does not have much good to say about Nora. “Criticize me, and show me where I’m wrong, the way you always do.”

Torvald usually does not have much good to say about Nora. Nora notes that Torvald always “criticizes [her], and shows [her] where [she’s] wrong.”

Torvald usually “criticizes [Nora] and show[s Nora] where [she’s] wrong.”

The first example is incorrect. Both the second and third examples are good representations of how you should work quotations into your own sentences. Note that the third example is the best way to quote within your essay, and it is the ideal you should be striving to attain. Also note the use of brackets to modify quotes so they fit the language and grammar of the essay.
3. Improper parenthetical citation
If you are required to cite, it is important that you do so properly. Generally, if you are only referring to one work by one author, all you need is the page number. Otherwise, use the author’s last name and page number. Punctuate your citations as follows:

Torvald usually does not have much good to say about Nora. Nora notes that Torvald always “criticizes [her], and shows [her] where [she’s] wrong” (Ibsen 203).

It is ironic when Torvald says there’s “nothing to be frightened of” (Ibsen 202), as Nora should be fearing for her life.

The fraudulent nature of the date of “the second of October” is highly significant (Ibsen 174).

Notice how in the first example the quote is at the end of the sentence (and gets the parenthetical immediately), in the second example the quote is right before a pause (and gets the parenthetical immediately), and in the third example the quote is not near a pause (and gets the parenthetical where there is the first pause in the sentence). DO NOT DEVIATE FROM THESE EXAMPLES WITHOUT CONSULTING A STLYE MANUAL FIRST!
4. Failure to follow MLA format
Review page 320 in the MLA Handbook , 6th edition. Check your formatting against this example.
(Note that header in the upper LEFT should only be on the first page. The header on the upper right should be on all pages, including the first.)
5. Speaking in the 1st and 2nd person
If you use I, me, myself, my, and mine outside of a quotation you are being informal, and analytical essays should always be formal.

If you use you, yours, yourself, us, we, our, ours, and ourselves in an analytical essay outside of a quotation, you are informal and you are also potentially lying to the reader. It is only really appropriate to use these words in an instructional document (like the one you are reading now).
6. Limiting the essay to two or three body paragraphs
An analytical essay does not need to be only two or three paragraphs in length (gasp!). Use the number of paragraphs you think you need to prove your points. Just remember that one paragraph should only address one idea.

7. Retelling the entire story in the introduction
While you should always mention the title(s) of the work(s) you are dealing with, along with the author(s), it is not necessary to retell the entire story to your reader. Only retell the relevant portions to your topic, and do so briefly (a good target for your summary is three sentences or less). 


There are many ways to write an introduction, so any explanation of how it should be written will end up being limited. A good rule of thumb is to include the following elements, in roughly the same order:

· Interesting hook

· Pertinent background information for hook and that connects hook to story

· Slanted summation of the story

· Thesis

· Organizing statement  / proofs

Generally speaking, your information should go from broad (the hook) to increasingly specific (with the thesis and proofs being the most specific things you mention).

8. Writing TERRIBLE conclusions
Things you should do in your conclusion:

· Restate the thesis with respect to the argument you just made.

· Reiterate how you proved your argument (guideline: about one sentence per proof).

· Give the reader a sense of closure in the last few sentences.

· Ideally, come back to some idea expressed in the beginning of your introduction.

Things you should NOT do:

· Say “In conclusion,” “In summation,” or something similarly clichéd.

· Present new evidence.

· Introduce a new question.

· Get sloppy because you are tired from writing it and the rest of the essay the night before it is due.
9. Limiting the essay to material raised in class discussion
In college, professors will frequently be looking for original thoughts in your essays. You should start this now. Do not simply regurgitate material that we have gone over in class. Can you use it? Yes. Should it be the only material you use? No.  Strike out on your own, cover some new ground, and you discover something brilliant in the process.

10. Not explaining enough
Never assume that you reader will be having the same thoughts that you are or that they will be adhering to the same thought processes. Explain how each quote you pick supports your proof, and how each proof you use demonstrates your thesis. It is always better to over explain your ideas than not explain them enough.
