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English III
Topic Selection Sheet
In the chart below, list at least three topics that interest you. They can be drawn from anywhere, like personal interests, local issues, national issues, or academic subjects.

	Possible Topic 1:

	Possible Topic 2:

	Possible Topic 3:


Then, visit at least three websites on each of the three topics you listed above, and complete the chart below. For this part of the assignment, you may use a simple Google search and/or Wikipedia.

	Topic 1:
	URL 1:

	
	URL 2:

	
	URL 3:

	Topic 2:
	URL 1:

	
	URL 2:

	
	URL 3:

	Topic 3:
	URL 1:

	
	URL 2:

	
	URL 3:


Select the topic you think you will be able to use to write the best research paper (Which one had the most information available and/or the most avenues for exploration?). Jot down as many notes on that topic as you can based on the websites you have found and your own personal knowledge of that subject. Use the box provided below.

Develop some research questions based on your topic. These questions should not be factual questions (like “Where is the Mississippi River?” or “What is the Mississippi River?”), but questions that may have more than one answer (like “What was the importance of the Mississippi River during the Civil War?” or “How did the Mississippi River impact the development of Missouri?”). Come up with at least three questions below:

	Selected Topic:

	Possible Research Question 1:

	Possible Research Question 2:

	Possible Research Question 3:


With the help of your teacher, you will choose one of these questions to be the basis of your paper. Your thesis statement for your research paper will then seek to answer your research question. You will support your thesis statement with quotes drawn from a variety of outside sources, which you will find during your formal research. Good luck!

Best Topic:





Notes:








