Ms. Braden-SPIRITUALITY AND THE MEDIA-Room 231, GBraden@@ihahs.com
NAME _______________________________________ SECTION _____________________
We are all aware that mass media influences our culture and transmits values. As Catholics we know that symbols, myths and rituals are our way of making sense out of the world and our faith.  The Roman Catholic Tradition is richly rooted in the belief that God is both transcendent and immanent. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin said, “nothing… is profane for those who know how to see” (The Divine Milieu, p. 35). Jesus used the images of his day to communicate his message of salvation, common good, communion, God’s intercession and the Kingdom. The words and images of our popular culture can bring young people to a deeper understanding of God and foster that relationship. The Catechism of the Catholic Church identifies media as a “means of social communication” (no. 2496) and its role in the promotion of culture (no. 2493) and the need to be “vigilant consumers” of what is said and shown (no. 2496). In this course we will look at the influence the media has on us and use techniques to gain the skills of critically evaluating that media. Once we have the skills we will explore the Catholic themes of Revelation (God works in our lives through specific people and things), Community (salvation depends upon belonging to a community and the greatest form of communion is the Eucharistic celebration), Eucharist (the central celebration for Catholics), Redemption (liberation from sin to a new life of freedom and grace through transformation as given to us in Jesus’ resurrection), Catholic Social Teaching (all human life is sacred).


Requirements:

1. Open attitude to the material and sharing your faith journey with your classmates. Many new discoveries happen in this class so respect is required for each person’s place in their spiritual journey. What’s said in the classroom, stays in the classroom, only in this way can we all share honestly our struggles, questions and insights.

2. Your Binder will serve as your textbook. Periodically the Journal Section of the Binder will be handed in to me for a grade-there will be no notice of when to hand things in so you must bring your Binder to each class. In it you will keep your notes, journal questions, your projects after they have been graded, articles that are to be read and anything else you wish to add to it. 

3. You are expected to come to each class ready to participate and with all necessary items. Articles are to be read, highlighted and ready for discussion.
4. If you miss a class where a movie is being shown you are expected to make up that time at home or after school with my copy of the movie. Do not ask questions about sections shown in class that you missed – we do not have time for that!

Assessment: 
25% Participation

30% Journal
45% Papers, Projects

Projects are as follow, but are subject to change:

Third Quarter: House Essay, Image of Divine/Altar, “Today’s Front Pages,” Ad Project, Evaluating a commercial

Fourth Quarter: Christology Paper, Revelation Project (weighted twice), Community Project, Imagination Paper for Babette’s Feast.

Over Please

Please Note:

1. In order for you to move along with the material, assignments are due the day given, unless otherwise discussed. If the assignment is one day late, 25% will be taken off your grade. No assignments will be accepted after that.
2. If I see you with materials that do not relate to my course points will be deducted from your participation grade. Repeat offense will receive a detention.

3. Use of Cell phone will results in points deducted from your participation grade. Repeat offense will receive a detention.
4. No lap tops are permitted to be used in class. Print out all necessary items and place in your Digest.

Where I am?
1. What does spirituality mean to you?

2. Are you a spiritual person?

3. Are you a person of faith?

4. What are you major faith beliefs?

5. Are you a religious person? Why/why not?

6. Why did you take this course?

7. What do you hope to get out of it?

Describe an experience of being loved by God; a time when you realized God’s love was active in your life. It could be a difficult situation in which God supported you and you knew you were loved, it can be a joy-filled experience, a conflict you got through, or a moment-not necessarily connected to an actual event.

