IT HAPPENED TO NANCY ASSIGNMENTS               MRS. SZYDLIK/RELIGION I/2011
Your reading assignment for the book is divided into three parts with a set of reflection questions due at the end of each segment.  Each set of questions will count as a homework assignment (15 points).  Points will be awarded based on your own insights and support with detail from the reading.  There will also be a brief class discussion on the assigned reading for each due date.  Your participation in class discussion will be considered in your homework grade.

NOTES TO KEEP IN MIND:  The final assignment for the book will involve choosing “lessons” you would like to hand on to a friend (reminding us of our section on Tradition) from Nancy’s experience.  Details on the final assignment can be found after the list of questions, but as you read, make note of things that really strike you or things you see connecting to the rest of our class discussion on the Christian view of sexuality.  The final assignment will be worth 75 points.

DUE DATES FOR EACH PART OF THE ASSIGNMENT APPEAR BY CLASS BELOW.

READING ASSIGNMENTS; QUESTIONS TO ANSWER

ASSIGNMENT I.

Read through entry for Sunday, August 26
1. Compare yourself to Nancy from what you know of her at this point in the book.  Try to look at all aspects of her as a teenager.  Describe some similarities and differences between you and Nancy.  Some things to consider are her relationships with her friends, her relationship with her parents, and her attitude towards life, school, her priorities. 
2. Describe some of the important relationships in Nancy’s life.  Include any examples of changes in the relationships or different aspects of each relationship.

a. Parents:

b. Gaggle

c. Collin

d. Lew

3. Give some thought to Nancy’s relationship with Collin and reflect on the following:  

a. Why do you think she reacts the way she does to Collin’s attention?

b. There are warning signs throughout this section that Collin is not who/what he says.  List some of these signs.  Why do YOU think Nancy chooses to ignore them?  
4. Think about the night of the rape and what we have discussed as responsibility for moral actions.  Fill in the table below with as many different actions as you can.
	Actions for which Collin is responsible
	Actions for which Nancy is responsible

	
	


Who is responsible for the rape?  Who suffers consequences?
5. How are the consequences affecting Nancy?
MY NOTES ON THIS SECTION/THINGS I WOULD LIKE TO REMEMBER:
ASSIGNMENT II.

Read from last assignment through entry for Thursday, March 7
1. What are some of Nancy’ concerns, fears regarding her illness?  Her relationships? If you were in Nancy’s situation would you have similar concerns and fears? 
2. What responsibilities does Nancy have because of her illness?  
What responsibilities does Nancy have because of the rape?  
How does she feel about these responsibilities?
3. Identify some differences between Nancy and Collin’s relationship and Nancy and Lew’s relationship (include pluses and minuses):

	NANCY and COLLIN
	NANCY and LEW

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. The diary presents some examples of the benefits of self-control and the drawbacks of the lack of self-control.  Give some examples of how self-control (discipline) has affected 
a. Nancy and Lew’s relationship.  
b. How about Dorie’s relationship?
5. How might it help Nancy to forgive Collin?  
What makes it so difficult to forgive him?
MY NOTES ON THIS SECTION/THINGS I WOULD LIKE TO REMEMBER:
GO TO NEXT PAGE FOR THIRD ASSIGNMENT
ASSIGNMENT III.

Read from last assignment to the end.

1. Describe the physical and psychological or emotional effects AIDS has on Nancy.
2. Things change for Nancy when other people find out she has AIDS.  Choose three different times from this section of the diary where people/groups learn of Nancy’s illness and describe their reaction.  For each “scene” give some description of how Nancy reacts.  

A.


B.


C.

3. How do you think you would react if a friend told you she had AIDS?

4. Nancy calls several times in the book “sacred” times. Give three examples of specific “sacred times” for Nancy.  What makes each of these “sacred” for her? 

a.


b.


c.

5. Discuss Nancy’s experience at Aunt Thelma’s (BE SPECIFIC! You may do this in two charts – one for benefits and the other for drawbacks):


List some benefits Nancy receives by being at Aunt Thelma’s; why are they benefits?;

List some drawbacks to being at Aunt Thelma’s; why are they drawbacks?

Which side is stronger – the benefits or the drawbacks?

MY NOTES ON THIS SECTION/THINGS I WOULD LIKE TO REMEMBER:
It Happened to Nancy - FINAL ASSIGNMENT:   
Imagine you are a member of “the Gaggle,” and have read Nancy’s diary AFTER her death.  Nancy’s counselor Missy has asked you to help her develop a program to educate teens about the various struggles Nancy faced.  You must come up with 3 lessons (1 from each reading section) that you feel are important to pass on to other teens.
1. Create an outline of the three lessons.  For each lesson include some knowledge of Nancy and her experience from that section of her diary (people who were important to her, things that would help your audience understand her and the lesson).  
2. For each “lesson” include some connection between Nancy’s experience and Catholic teaching on the sacredness of human sexuality and its expression (how does Nancy’s experience demonstrate why human sexuality should be treated as a sacred gift?)

3. Decide how you will present the lessons.  You may choose any of the following to present it:

INDIVIDUAL OPTIONS:

*Individual written reflection paper, poster presentation, or pamphlet

*These must be handed in on the assigned due dates.  Some part of it will be presented to the class as time permits.


GROUP ORAL PRESENTATION OPTIONS ( no more than 3 members per group; 


5-10 minute presentations; group must be able to answer questions):

*“peer ministry” session, skit, rap song, or any other creative oral presentation options that can get all required pieces of the assignment across to an audience

*All group oral presentations must hand in a copy of their outline to include items 1&2 on the


assigned due date.  Heading must include all group member names.
4. Arriving to class late or not having a printed copy at the start of the class will result in a 3 point deduction (per day) in the grade for your assignment.   
5. Final assignments will be awarded points based on the following:

a. Demonstrated knowledge of Nancy

b. Explanation of “lessons” by all individuals 

c. Thoughtful and original insights connecting “lessons” to Catholic teaching

d. Content of each “lesson” – 20 points each; overall presentation – 15 points

NANCY ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES BY CLASS
	
	GOLD
	PURPLE
	BLUE
	PINK
	GREEN

	ASSIGNMENT I
	Wednesday, May 11
	Tuesday, 
May 10
	Wednesday, 

May 11
	Tuesday, 
May 10
	Wednesday, 
May 11

	ASSIGNMENT II
	Tuesday, 
May 17
	Wednesday,
May 18
	Wednesday,

May 18
	Tuesday, 
May 17
	Tuesday, 
May 17

	ASSIGNMENT III
	Tuesday, 

May 24
	Tuesday, 

May 24
	Tuesday, 

May 24
	Wednesday, 

May 25
	Tuesday, 

May 24

	LESSONS ASSIGNMENT
	FRIDAY JUNE 3
	FRIDAY 
JUNE 3
	FRIDAY 
JUNE 3
	THURSDAY 
JUNE 2
	FRIDAY 
JUNE 3


