Frequent Questions Answered

1. What is a Biology SAT 2? 

Formerly referred to as the SAT IIs, the SAT Subject Tests are shorter and more specialized than the SAT Reasoning Test. All Subject Tests are an hour long, and have a multiple-choice format very similar to that of the SAT Reasoning Test. In contrast to the SAT Reasoning Test, each SAT Subject Test is designed to test your knowledge in a particular academic area, rather than your general reasoning skills.

2. Do I need the SAT 2’s for college? 

SAT Subject Tests are required or recommended by many major colleges and universities as part of the admissions application. Some colleges require specific Subject Tests for admission or placement, while others allow you to choose which tests to take. Other colleges do not require you to take SAT 2’s but the most promising colleges prefer you take at least one. (Mr. Herold’s recommendation: Look into a college that requires at least one SAT 2). The SAT II Biology is not usually required by colleges. But taking it and doing well can show a liberal arts college that you are well-rounded or a science-oriented college that you are serious about science. In general, it is a good idea to take one science-based SAT II, such as Biology, Chemistry, or Physics.
3. What is on the Biology SAT 2? 

The Biology E/M SAT Subject Test measures your understanding of biology at a college prep-level. The Biology E/M test with either ecological (Biology-E) or molecular emphasis (Biology-M) consists of 80 multiple-choice questions. Each exam consists of a common core of 60 multiple-choice questions, followed by 20 questions in the selected specialized section. Since the content of high school biology courses varies, it is likely that you’ll encounter some subject matter with which you are not familiar.

4. Should you take this SAT subject test? 

In order to feel comfortable with the Biology SAT Subject Test, you should have recently completed (and done well in) a biology course in school, have completed at least one year of algebra, and have experience with biology-related laboratory work.

5. What is an average score on the biology SAT 2? 

An average score on this particular test is about 600 out of 800. 
6. When should I take this test? 

The best time to take an SAT II Subject Test is right after you’ve finished a year-long class in that subject. Unless the colleges you’re applying to use the SAT II for placement purposes, there is no point in taking any SAT II tests after November of your senior year, since you won’t get your scores back from ETS until after the college application deadline has passed. Testing dates for SAT II Subject Tests in October, November, December, January, May, and June. However, not every subject test is administered in each of these months. To check when the test you want to take is being offered, visit the College Board Web site at www.collegeboard.com or do some research in your school’s guidance office.

7. How do I register? 

To register for the SAT II test(s) of your choice, you have to fill out some forms and pay a registration fee. After grumbling, however, you still have to register. There are two ways to go about it: online or by mail. To register online, go to www.collegeboard.com. To register by mail, fill out and send in the forms enclosed in the Registration Bulletin, which should be available in your high school’s guidance office. You can also request a copy of the Bulletin by calling the College Board at (609) 771-7600 or writing to:


College Board SAT Program

P.O. Box 6200

Princeton, NJ 08541–6200

You can register to take up to three SAT II tests for any given testing day
8. What are the best books to study from? 

Try the Barron’s SAT Subject Test: Biology Book or the Kaplan SAT 2 Prep Book. These are the most informative and easy to understand. They also give detailed answer keys that make it easy to understand why you got something wrong. 
9. How do I prepare for the SAT II exam in biology?
 The best thing you can do (besides working hard in your regular biology class) is to purchase a review book for this exam and start working through it in sections after those topics have been taught in class.  There are many different kinds available at bookstores such as Borders or Barnes & Noble. 
