The Significance of the English Revolution: Using Documents in a History Essay
Directions: 
1. Review the following terms we defined in class: constitutional government, representative government, and democratic government 
2. Review the characteristics of a well-constructed history essay (see my website)

3. Read the documents below and think about the questions that follow them
4. Highlight a significant quotation in each of the documents as you read—quotations that would be effective as supporting evidence in your essay
5. Write a five-paragraph essay using 1) your knowledge of the English Revolution and 2) the following documents as evidence to support your thesis.
Question: Using documents A-G as evidence…
To what extent did the English Revolution really bring about significant political change in 17th century England? To what extend did it…
· Move England away from powerful monarchy 

· Establish constitutional, representative government

· Establish democratic government?

Documents

Document A:  From the True Law of Free Monarchies (1598) by James I

We daily see that in the parliament (which is nothing else but the head court of the king and his vassals) the laws are but craved [desired] by parliament, and only made by Him at their proposal and with their advice: for the King makes daily statutes and ordinances, [imposing] such as He thinks fit, without any advice of parliament, yet it lies in the power of no parliament to make any kind of law or statute, without His scepture [authority] …giving it the force of a law....the King is over-lord of the whole land, so is he master over every person that inhabits the same, having power over the life and death of every one of them…

Document B: From a  speech to Parliament (1610) by James I

Monarchy is the supremest thing upon earth: for kings are not only God's lieutenants upon earth and sit upon God's throne, but even by God himself they are called gods. In the Scriptures kings are called gods, and so their power after a certain relation compared to the Divine power. Kings are also compared to fathers of families: for a king is truly parens patriae [parent of the country], the politic father of his people.

[Question: What idea of royal power and what kind of monarchy does James believe in?] 

Document C: Charles I and the Royal Masquerade 

Charles was a man of few words and rarely wrote down what he thought; however, some interesting insights can be gleaned from the masques (elaborate skits) he performed at court during the 1630s. Charles invested a good deal of time and energy in these productions, and he and the queen generally appeared on stage as the principal characters.

The purpose of the masque, in political terms, was to proclaim the authority of the king and celebrate his achievements through representing his role in a constant struggle between virtue and vice. Charles took on roles that displayed his wisdom and justice, whilst the queen was presented as the embodiment of pure love and beauty. Between them they would create order and harmony by subduing the disruptive forces of Puritanism and popular rebellion that challenged his authority. A final masque in 1640 was typical, with a closing scene that showed the king and queen dancing with their attendants before a backdrop of ideally proportioned classical buildings linked together by a bridge, whilst the chorus sang of their unifying influence:
All that are harsh, all that are rude [common], 

Are by your harmony subdued; 

Yet so into obedience brought,

As if not forc'd to it but taught.

 (From “The Personality and Political Style of Charles I” by Professor Richard Cust,

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/)
[Question: Charles I did more than just play act power. What specific actions during his reign demonstrated his ideas about royal power?]
Document D: The Levelers and the Putney Debates (1647)

During the English Civil War, a radical group of Roundheads formed a new political movement called the Levellers. Their political program included voting rights for all adult men, annual elections to the House of Commons, complete religious freedom, an end to the censorship of books and newspapers, the abolition of the monarchy, and the elimination of the House of Lords since it was an unelected body of representatives. Only the elected House of Commons would remain as Parliament. 

The radical aims of the Levelers was best expressed by Thomas Rainborough when he said,  “For really I think that the poorest he that is in England hath a life to live as the greatest he; and therefore …every man that is to live under a government ought first by his own consent to put himself under that government…”
The Levellers discussed their ideas in 1647 in an open forum called The Putney Debates, but their proposals were never put before the House of Commons and never became law. The leaders of the Levellers were arrested by Oliver Cromwell and their pamphlets were burned in public. Oliver Cromwell is reported to have said, "You must cut these people in pieces or they will cut you in pieces."

Question: What kind of government did the Levellers want? Were their ideas accepted during the English Revolutionary period?

Document F: Right to Vote in England for Members of Parliament
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Question: What does this tell you about the right to vote in England at the time of the English bill of Rights (1689)?
Document F: The English Bill of Rights (1689)
Whereas the late King James the Second, by the assistance of evil counselors…did endeavor to subvert…the laws and liberties of this kingdom…[Parliament] vindicating and asserting their ancient rights and liberties declare…
That the power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by royal authority without consent of Parliament is illegal; 
That levying money for use of the Crown without grant of Parliament is illegal; 
That it is the right of the subjects to petition the king and prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal;
That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of peace, unless it be with consent of Parliament, is against the law; 
That election of members of Parliament ought to be free [from royal interference] 
That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached or questioned;

That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted;

And that for redress of all grievances, and for the amending, strengthening, and preserving of the laws,  Parliament ought to be held frequently.

Question: What type of government does this create in 1689?
Document G: Other Bills passed as part of the “Revolution Settlement”
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