bWESTERN CIVILIZATION   Mid‑Term Exam Study Guide

You are responsible for all material covered during the semester;

pay particular attention to the following topics:

Greece   

Characteristics of Greek geography and its influence on Greece

The development of democracy in Athens

Greek philosophers:  Socrates, Plato, Aristotle

Rome   
The rise of the Roman Republic in 509 BC

The structure of the government:  consuls, senate, tribunes, veto, dictators, 

Roman social classes:  patricians and plebeians

Reasons for the decline and fall of the Roman Republic

The Empire (rule by an Emperor).

The Pax Romana

Constantine, Edict of Toleration
Problems that lead to the decline and fall of the Empire

Invasions by Germanic tribes
Fall of Rome in the West:  476 AD

The Middle Ages

Three civilizations that grew on ruins of the old Western Empire.
Byzantine Civilization and Islam

Beginnings of Western Civilization on ruins of the Western Roman Empire.
German Barbarians and coming of Dark Ages.
The role of the Roman Catholic Church in the Middle Ages

The importance of monasteries. 

The Kingdom of the Franks, Battle of Tours
Charlemagne

New invaders in the 9th century and the rise of feudalism

The feudal political system; lords, vassals, code of chivalry

Manor System and its purpose;  role of serfs

The power and importance of the Church as an institution

The Church defends its position : excommunication, interdict

The Crusades:  causes, goals, achievements and results; impact on European society

Revival of trade, town life; growth of the middle class

Causes of the decline of feudalism and serfdom
Guilds 

End of the middle ages:  Black Death, Hundred Years War, Great Schism
Rise of powerful monarchs, nation states
Limited monarchy in England:  

   Norman conquest, strong centralized monarchy under William the Conqueror,Salisbury Oath, Domesday Book,  Henry II, legal reforms, grand jury, petit jury, common law; conflict with Thomas Becket

   King John and Magna Carta; 

   The Magna Carta and progress toward democracy in England. 

   King Edward I and Model Parliament

The Age of Discovery

The impact of the West (colonialism) on the rest of the world.

The major Western empires.

The nations of the Atlantic Rim

Motivations for the beginning of exploration.

Early Portuguese explorers: Diaz, DaGama

Spanish exploration and Spanish Empire in the Americas

Spanish motivation for exploration

Attitudes towards Indians of Spanish conquistadors, the Spanish Crown, the Church.
Impact of Spanish colonization on the Americas.

Columbian Exchange

Price Revolution

Commercial Capitalism

Mercantilism
The Renaissance

Humanism

Humanist and Medieval outlooks

Petrarch

Renaissance art and Medieval art

Techniques of Renaissance art

Michelangelo

Leonardo DaVinci
Northern Renaissance

Bruegel

Erasmus

