Writing a History Essay             
The purpose of this exercise is to
· Built on some of the essay-writing skills you have been working on in English classes 

· Apply these skills to the particular requirements of a good history essay 

· Use historical documents to support your arguments. 

You will write a response to the following question: 
To what extent did the English Revolution really bring about significant political change in 17th century England? To what extend did it… 

· Move England away from powerful monarchy 

· Establish constitutional, representative government 

· Establish democratic government? 

Your response will include… 
· An introductory paragraph 

· Three body paragraphs 

· A conclusion 
Introduction. 
1.      Begin with a brief overview statement of the significance of the general topic.

2.      Be sure to establish the time period clearly (always important in a history essay). 

3.      State your thesis (the answer to the question).  Begin your thesis statement with “while” or “although” to indicate that there are alternative points of view: 

4.      Conclude with an organizing statement that indicates the main ideas you will develop in your body paragraphs to prove your thesis. 

Body Paragraphs.  
1.
Write topic sentences for each paragraph that present the main idea of each paragraph, clearly linking each main idea to the thesis of the essay. A topic sentence also says how or why the main idea helps prove the thesis. 

2.
Develop the main ideas through relevant general statements. 

3.
Support all general statements with specific evidence, examples, and quotations, and include commentary on the significance of the evidence. 

4.
Provide transition to the next paragraph. 

Conclusion. 
1.      Bring the reader back to the thesis of the essay, but avoid merely repeating the introduction. 

2.      Avoid summarizing the entire contents of the essay, but touch on the main ideas.

  

When I grade your essay, I use the following “focus correction sheet” to evaluate it. Look through it closely; use it to analyze your own paper and correct any problems you can identify.
Essay Focus Correction Sheet 
Introduction
· 1.  Establish a time context. 

· 2.  Work on a clear but succinct overview of the topic 

· 3.  Take a clear stand in your thesis that answers the question. 

· 4.  Include an organizing statement that states the main ideas of the body. 

Body Paragraphs
· 5.
Topic sentence does not make the main idea of the paragraph clear. 

· 6.
Topic sentence does not link the main idea with your thesis. 

· 7.
Topic sentence does not state how or why the main idea proves the thesis. 

· 8.
Support your general statements with evidence. 

· 9.
Explain the significance of your evidence. 

· 10. Poor choice of supporting evidence. 

· 11.
Paragraph includes material not related to the main idea of the paragraph. 

· 12.
Paragraph does not develop the topic adequately. 

· 13. Work on a logical organization of ideas in your body paragraphs. 

· 14. Express your ideas with greater clarity. 

· 15.
Define critical terms. 

· 16. Quotes need a lead-in phrase and follow-up commentary. 

· 17. Make better use of primary sources to support your main ideas. 

· 18.
Edit quote appropriately and maintain grammar. 

· 19. Use transitions to connect ideas within paragraphs and to link paragraphs. 

Conclusion
· 20.
Remind the reader of your thesis. 

· 21.
Do not merely rewrite your introduction. 

· 22.
Recall the main ideas of your essay without repeating the body paragraphs. 

Style, Grammar, Spelling
· 23. Do not use slang or informal language 

· 24. Correct grammatical lapses. 

· 25. Correct spelling errors. 

· 26. Fix awkward expressions. 

· 27. Do not use first or second person (singular or plural). 

Other Comments 

