Performance Ensemble Syllabus
Mr. Jim Stayton, Conductor

Course Description:

This course is meant to offer student musicians the opportunity to explore the rich tradition of Musical Performance in its forms, intricacies, discipline and beauty.  This course will engage students in an encounter with music as a link to increasing the depth of their musicianship through study of theory, sight reading and practice techniques as well as unlock the imagination through performance of some of the most challenging and beautiful art and popular music of Western Civilization.

Course Objectives:

1.  To demonstrate a working knowledge of musical notation and terms.

2.  To develop effective rehearsal and practice discipline and techniques including the  

     application of theory, sight reading methodologies thus creating a greater self 

     sufficiency.

3.  To integrate artistry and imagination into individual and ensemble performances by 

      taking the music on the paper and transforming it into emotional communication.

Course Requirements:

1.  Students must have instruments, music and a pencil at all rehearsals.

2.  Students must exhibit exemplary rehearsal etiquette at all times
3.  Students are required to attend two mandatory after school rehearsals (Dress  

     rehearsals immediately preceding concert).
4.  Students are responsible for upkeep of their instrument and music.  All music must be 

     returned at the end of the semester.  Any unreturned music will be charged to the 

     student ($5) per piece.

5.  All school policies will be adhered to without exception. (See Student Handbook)

6.  Students are required to have this syllabus signed by a parent and returned to their 

     music folder as soon as possible.

7.  STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR THE PROPER UNIFORM TO ALL 
    PERFORMANCES.  FAILURE TO BE IN PROPER CONCERT ATTIRE WILL 

   RESULT IN DISMISSAL FROM THE PERFORMANCE AND THE   

  REPERCUSSIONS TO YOUR GRADE AS NOTATED IN THE GRADING SCALE.
UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS:

CONCERT BAND/ORCHESTRA – 

1.  Black full length (at least to calf) skirt or dress pants. -  No ¾ pants, capris, jeans.

2.  White dress blouse. – No tank tops, low cuts, skin tight etc.

3.  Black dress shoes. – “the flatter the better”

4.  Please keep jewelry to a minimum. – 2-3 rings, 1 bracelet, 1 watch and 1 necklace is 

     plenty!!! 
CONCERT CHORUS –

1.  Black full length (at least to calf) skirt. 

2.  White dress blouse. – No tank tops, low cuts, skin tight etc.

3.  Black dress shoes. – “the flatter the better”

4.  Please keep jewelry to a minimum. – 2-3 rings, 1 bracelet, 1 watch and 1 necklace is 

     plenty!!! 
JAZZ BAND – 

1.  Black Dress Pants - No ¾ pants, capris, jeans.

2.  Black dress blouse. – No tank tops, low cuts, skin tight etc.

3.  Black dress shoes. – “the flatter the better”

4.  Please keep jewelry to a minimum. – 2-3 rings, 1 bracelet, 1 watch and 1 necklace is 

     plenty!!! 
*Students are encouraged to pursue individual lessons on their particular instrument to work with an expert on instrument proficiency and technique. If you would like to consider lessons and would be interested in some recommendations, please see my orchestra/concert band webpage under “Music Instructors”

Assessment:

1.  Theory/Sight Reading Assignments – 15%

2.  Composer Profiles – 15%

3.  Individual Music Competency Assessment – 15%

4.  Performance and Rehearsal Attendance and Etiquette – 40%
5.  Written Analysis of Music – 15%
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